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question of returning purely and simply to the provinces of the
old days. To-day there are economic requirements, unknown of
old, which necessitate a search for new solutions. In the work that
is to be entered upon it must never be forgotten that what is of
most importance is life. This work will only be fruitful if what
belonged to the domain of the past is brought into the life of
to-day" (Le Temps, April 19, 1941).
More modestly the Vichy Government has up to the present
confined itself to conferring upon certain prefects powers extending
beyond the area of their own departements. For greater simplicity
we shall treat this .question under the heading of ' region/ though
we must repeat that the eregion' does not at the moment signify
any administrative division of France.
i. THE REGION
The preamble to the law of April 19, 1941, instituting regional
prefects, sums up the position of the Government in the matter.
According to this text the administrative organization based upon
the division of the country into departements has given unquestion-
able proof of its vitality and "hence could not entirely disappear."
It must be adapted to new tasks. The Government finds increas-
ing difficulty in directing the activities of collaborators who are
both too numerous and too far distant from it.
Hence the creation of regional prefects, which gives expression
to "a fundamental idea many times voiced by the Chief of the
State, which will not be fully applied until the country has been
endowed with its institutions in their final shape." The preamble
adds that "the reform presents itself under a twofold aspect,
temporary with regard to the delimitation of the regions, per-
manent in all that concerns the principles of the administrative
organisation of the country."
At the end of November 1941 the division of France into regions
was as shown below. The letters 0.2. stand for c occupied zone,*
and F.Z. for cfree zone.'
A. The Occupied Zone
I.  NANCY
Meuse, Meurthe et Moselle, Vosges.
II.  LAON
Aisne, Ardennes, Oise, Somme.
III. CH&LONS-SUR-MARNE
Marae, Aube, Haute-Marne.